Resolution to Ensure Accurate Medical Information at Crisis Pregnancy
Centers (CPCs)1

WHEREAS, nearly half of all pregnancies in the United States are unintended,” and

WHEREAS, young and low-income women who have the highest rates of unintended
pregnancy’ have few options for unbiased and accurate medical advice regarding unintended
pregnancies;” and

WHEREAS, comprehensive and medically accurate information regarding pregnancy must be
made available to women early in pregnancy to ensure appropriate prenatal care; and

WHEREAS, CPCs target women who are young, members of minority groups, and/or
financially disadvantaged;’ ® 7 and

WHEREAS, a 2006 congressional investigative report found that 20 of 23 CPCs contacted
provided false or misleading information;® and

WHEREAS, CPCs have been found to distribute misleading, medically inaccurate, and false
information regarding abortion risks, sexually transmitted infections, and contraceptive
effectiveness;” ' ' Yand

WHEREAS, CPCs engage in false advertising by listing their organizations as “abortion

services” and “clinic-medical”'” when there are no trained medical personnel on staff, and

WHEREAS, multiple investigations have found that CPCs engage in techniques that are
coercive, threatening, misleading, and aggressive;'* ' and

WHEREAS, multiple Attorney Generals and state governments have sought legal action against
these misleading advertising tactics;'® '’and

WHEREAS, despite engaging in “inappropriate public health practices,”'® CPCs received over
$30 million in federal funding between 2001 and 2005;'" and

WHEREAS, federal, state, and local governments have a special responsibility to ensure that
taxpayer resources are not used to mislead and misinform persons seeking constitutionally
protected and legal health services; and

THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP supports policy proposals requiring CPCs to disclose that 1) the
center is not a medical facility or medical clinic, 2) the center does not perform or provide
referrals for abortion or contraception, and 3) the center is not bound by HIPAA requirements
protecting confidentiality; and



RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP urges federal, state, and local governments to only support
programs that provide medically accurate and unbiased information to women facing unintended
pregnancies, and to enforce existing consumer protections laws prohibiting the deceptive
practices engaged in by CPCs, and

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP instruct its delegates to present and adaptation of this resolution
to the AAFP Congress of Delegates.
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