
 Patient requests IUD removal, strings are not visible 

History  

Indicates possible 
expulsion  

Does not indicate expulsion, twirl 
cytobrush in external os  

No strings Strings 
found 

IUD 
removed 

Ultrasound 

IUD in uterus, 
embedded 

IUD not 
visible 

IUD in uterus, does NOT 
appear embedded  

Abdominal 
film  

Visible, 
outside of 

uterus 

Not visible, 
likely 

expelled 

Refer to GYN surgeon 

Try to catch strings in 
thread retriever (dilate cx if 

needed) 

Try to catch IUD or strings 
with IUD hook or alligator 
forceps. Dilate if needed. 

USN guidance, if available.   

IUD 
removed 
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