Medication Abortion: When Ultrasound Shows No Intrauterine
Pregnancy (IUP)*

This algorithm is intended to be used with the assumption that the patient is coming in for a medication
abortion and does not have any symptoms related to an ectopic pregnancy (ie. pelvic pain, bleeding, history
of ectopic pregnancy, pregnancy while using an IUD, etc.)
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*Ultrasound is not routinely needed for a medication abortion. The indications are: unsure dates or size not
consistent with dates.

**|f quant » 3000, recall for Methotrexate (MTX) or ER, depending upon level.

***Consider the needs and wants of the patient when choosing which option is best. Important to consider any
barriers that would limit the patient’s ability to return to the clinic 48 hours later.

****|f < 50% drop, see ongoing pregnancy algorithm.

Reproductive Health Access Project / October 2026



